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BLOG & NEWSLETTER 

For the love of letters...Calligraphy with a variety of tools.

From Ken Brown
TM

FLOWERS FOR MY FLORIST.
My sweet friend, BJ, the 

flower lady, has passed away.  
She left quietly yesterday, July 

5, in Paris, Texas. 
For every flower she touched 

and for every soul she 
endeared herself to for 

decades, there is an angel 
with a bouquet awaiting her 

arrival. 
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BJ 
For many years in our little town, 

a lady was known all around. 
Her name was Betty Jean, but some of us called her BJ. 

Just your average beautiful lady with no pretense of being so. 
She had an infectious laugh and frequent smiles 

that made visitors who came from miles 
feel welcome. 

Pure genius was BJ 
in building a bouquet. 

Where Kirk crossed Third, just behind the Presbyterian Church, 
and from the First Christian Church,  

diagonally across, 
she was the boss 

at Flowers by Betty Jean. 

In an old two-story house converted for selling flowers 
BJ spent countless hours 
in her own special ways 

fashioning bouquets. 
Be it a bud in a vase 
or a wreath to grace 

a casket, BJ had a special touch everyone loved so much.   
When news was heard someone had a joy 

or sad dismay, 
people would call her to deliver a beautiful bouquet. 

I loved visiting her shop. 
Often I’d stop just to say hello and enjoy 

the fragrant scents that came from buds and blooms 
standing on stems in various rooms. 

Most were kept in coolers at just the right cold, 
waiting to be assembled ‘mongst greenery and ribbons to 

touch heart and soul. 

The years have come and gone in their fleeting way and now,  
no more will there be flowers from that gracious lady, BJ. 

Yesterday I visited her in a place 
where the face of most there wore but a blank stare.  

As I approached her, I somehow felt she wouldn’t know, 
so I knelt beside her wheeled chair and said, 

“Hi BJ, I’m Ken.  I really miss you.” 
Though her eyes were hollow and sad, her face brightened with 

that BJ smile and she said, “I miss you too.” 
I stayed but a moment and left her a small booklet of poems decorated with 

flowers,  
hoping in her lonely days she’d recall her happier hours. 

It brought a tear to my eye as I walked across the room, then turned to wave 
goodbye.   

She waved back and, though I don’t know if she knew me,  
mine was a better day because I stopped to 

see BJ. 
            
         
       -                         

BrownLinesFrom Ken Brown TM

MAY SHE REST IN PEACE
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ENVELOPES TO MY FLORIST.
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     alligraphy and the U.S. 
Postal Service have been part 
and parcel of so many of my 
promotional activities.  I’ve 
sent everything from wooden 
shutters to boat oars, to claw 
hammers and golf c lubs 
t h r o u g h t h e 
mail...UNWRAPPED...with the 

correct amount of postage attached to each item.  Often, 
missives that WERE wrapped or enclosed in an envelope 
got some special attention with my pen or flat brush.  On 
the following pages are envelopes sent to my favorite florist 
of all time. Each was dashed off quickly with markers in a 
most informal style, but to stand out in her mailbox. 
 	 She is old enough to be my mother and I remember her 
from the time I was a small child in our home town of Hugo, 
Oklahoma.  When I first saw her, she impressed me as being 
a beautiful woman with great charm and grace, and someone 
you loved to be around. 

	 I’m not sure how long she was a florist but that’s how I 
remember her best.  When our business was flourishing in 
Hugo, after a 14 year beginning in the Dallas area, I used 
her creativity countless times. Often, when I’d get her 
monthly statement, I’d send the check in an envelope I 
knew she would appreciate....and probably save.  She did. 
	 Cand’e, her daughter, found several of my crazy 
envelopes in a box recently and sent them to me for 
posterity.  Some are over 20 years old.  What sweet 
reminescenses they’ve created for me!  Her business has 
been closed about 4 years but the memories linger of how 
the lady was so special to me, and countless other 
individuals and families in good times and sad times.  
	 Wanted you to see them as a reminder how powerful 
something so simple can be.  She and the post office loved 
to see my unpredictable envelopes and nary a one ever 
failed to reach her, no matter how brief or obscure the 
address may have been. Kudos to the postal folks in Hugo!  
	 In no particular order, I share them with you here.  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 -Ken 

C
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